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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
MIDDLE DISTRICT OF FLORIDA
TAMPA DIVISION

Robert Cothran, as the representative of a
class of similarly situated persons, and on | Case No. 8:23-cv-00518-CEH-CPT
behalf of the Electric Supply Employee
Stock Ownership Plan,

Plaintiff,
V.
George M. Adams Jr., Sandra Brock,
Shaker Brock, Kelly A. Pound, and

Harold Irwin,

Defendants.

DECLARATION OF BRANDON J. HILL IN SUPPORT OF PLAINTIFE’S
UNOPPOSED MOTION FOR FINAL APPROVAL OF CLASS ACTION
SETTLEMENT

I, BRANDON J. HILL, declare under penalty of perjury as follows:

1. My name is Brandon J. Hill. Unless otherwise indicated, the facts set
forth below are based on my personal knowledge and the opinions set forth herein are
my own. I understand that this declaration under oath may be filed in the above
captioned action.

2. I worked on behalf of Plaintiff and the Class in the above-styled litigation.

3. I am a partner at Wenzel Fenton & Cabassa, P.A.

4, I have been a member of the Florida Bar since April of 2007, the Illinois

Bar since 2010, and District of Columbia Bar since 2011. I have an LL.M. from
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George Washington University School of Law, a J.D. from Florida State University
College of Law, and two bachelor’s degrees from the University of Kansas.

5. I am admitted in the United States District Courts for the Northern,
Middle, and Southern District Courts of Florida, the Northern District of Illinois, the
Eastern District of Michigan, and the United States Court of Appeals for the Eleventh
Circuit.

6. I have represented employers and employees in all stages of litigation in
federal and state courts throughout Florida, and beyond. In the Middle District of
Florida alone I have served as co-counsel or lead counsel in 600+ federal cases.

7. I possess the requisite experience necessary to serve as class counsel in
this case. I have been appointed as class counsel in multiple class actions, including
cases involving a few hundred class members up to nearly half a million class
members. Below is a list of class action cases I have been appointed as class counsel
by the Court:

° Brown, et al. v. Lowe’s Companies, Inc., and LexisNexis Screening

Solutions, Inc., Case No.: 5:13-CV-00079-RLV-DSC (W.D.N.C)
(appointed as co-class counsel in national FCRA class action
matter involving 451,000 class members);

o Speer v. Whole Foods Market Group, Inc., 8:14-cv-03035-RAL- TBM
(M.D. Fla.) (Fair Credit Reporting Act class action settlement
involving 20,000 individuals presided over by Judge Lazzara);

o Kohler, Kimberly v. SWF Operations, LLC and Domino’s Pizza, LLC,

Case No. 8:14-cv-2568-T-35TGH (appointed class counsel in Fair
Credit Reporting Act case involving several hundred class
members);

° Hargrett, et al. v. Amazon.com, DEDC, LLC, 8:15-cv-02456-WFJ-

AAS, M.D. Fla. Case No.: 8:15-cv-02456 (appointed as class
counsel in FCRA case with 480,000+ class members);
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° Smith, et al. v. QS Daytona, LLC, Case No.: 6:15-cv-00347-GAP-
KRS (M.D. Fla.) (Doc. 45) (appointed as class counsel in FCRA
class action involving several hundred class members);

o Patrick, Nieyshia v. Interstate Management Company, LLC, Case No.
8:15-cv-1252-T-33AEP (M.D. Fla.) (appointed as class counsel in
FCRA class action with approximately 32,000 class members);

o Molina et al v. Ace Homecare LLC, 8:16-cv-02214-JDW-TGW (M..D.
Fla) (appointed as class counsel in WARN Act case with
approximately 500 class members);

) Moody, et al v. Ascenda, et al., Case No. 0:16-cv-60364-WPD (S.D.
Fla.) (appointed as class counsel in FCRA class action with
approximately 12,000 class members);

o Mahoney v. TT of Pine Ridge, Inc., Case No.: 9:17-cv-80029-DMM
(S§.D. Fla. Nov. 20, 2017) (served as class counsel in TCPA case
with 300,000+ class members).

o George v. Primary Care Holding Inc., Case No. 0:17-cv-60217-BB
(S.D. Fla.) (appointed as class counsel in FCRA class action);

o Vazquez v. Marriott International, Inc., Case No.: 8:17-cv-00116-
MSS-SPF (M.D. Fla) (appointed as class counsel in deficient
COBRA notice case with 20,000 class members);

o Figueroa v. Baycare Healthcare System, Inc., Case No.: 8:17-cv-01780-
JSM-AEP (M.D. Fla) (served as class counsel in FCRA case
involving approximately 2,009 class members);

o Valdivieso v. Cushman & Wakefield Inc., Case No.: 8:17-cv-00118-
SDM-JSS (M.D. Fla) (appointed as class counsel in deficient
COBRA notice case with 2,000+ class members);

. Dukes v. Air Canada, Case No.: 8:18-cv-02176-TPB-JSS (M..D. Fla)
(served as class counsel in FCRA case involving approximately
1,300 class members);

o Rivera v. Aimbridge Hospitality, LLC, Case No.: 8:18-cv-02192-
EAK-JSS (M.D. Fla) remanded to Rivera v. Aimbridge Hospitality,
LLC, 18-CA-007870, Thirteenth Judicial Circuit in and for
Hillsborough County, Florida (served as class counsel in data
breach case with 320,000 class members).

o Blaney v. Aimbridge Hospitality, LLC, 18-CA-007870, Thirteenth
Judicial Circuit in and for Hillsborough County, Florida (served
as class counsel in Fair Credit Reporting Act case with 17,00 class
members);

o Cathey v. Heartland Dental, LLC, 2019-CA-000568, Fourth Judicial
Circuit in and for Pasco County, Florida (served as class counsel
in Fair Credit Reporting Act case with 9,800 class members);
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o Harake v. Trace Staffing Solutions, LLC, Case No.: 8:19-cv-00243-
CEH-CPT (M.D. Fla) (served as class counsel in Fair Credit
Reporting Act case with 8,700 class members;

o Hicks v. Lockheed Martin Corporation, Case No.: 8:19-cv-00261-JSM-
TGW (M.D. Fla) (appointed as class counsel in deficient COBRA
notice case with 54,000+ class members);

o Holly-Taylor v. Acadia Healthcare Company, Inc., et al., Case No.: 18-
CA-007870, Thirteenth Judicial Circuit in and for Hillsborough
County, Florida (served as class counsel in Fair Credit Reporting
Act case with 25,00 class members);

o Ali v. Laser Spine Institute, LLC, Case No.: 8:19-cv-00261-JSM-
TGW (M.D. Fla) (appointed as class counsel WARN Act case
involving 500 class members);

o Rigney et al v. Target Corporation, Case No.: 8:19-cv-01432-MSS-JSS
(M.D. Fla) (served as class counsel in deficient COBRA notice
case with 92,000+ class members)

o Lukerv. Cognizant Technologies Solutions U.S. Corporation, Case No.:
8:19-cv-01448-WFJ-JSS (M.D. Fla) (served as class counsel in
wage case with 308 class members);

° Lyttle v. Trulieve, Inc., et al., Case No.: 8:19-cv-02313-CEH-TGW
(M.D. Fla) (appointed as class counsel in Fair Credit Reporting
Act case involving 1,300 class members);

o Twardosky v. Waste Management, Inc. of Florida, et al., 8:19-cv-02467-
CEH-TGW(M.D. Fla) (appointed as class counsel in Fair Credit
Reporting Act case involving 29,295 class members);

. Silberstein v. Petsmart, Inc., 8:19-cv-02800-SCB-AAS (M.D. Fla)
(appointed as class counsel in deficient COBRA notice case with
12,000+ class members);

o Benson v. Enterprise Holdings, Inc. et al., Case No.: 6:20-cv-00891-
RBD-LRH (M.D. Fla) (appointed as class counsel in WARN Act
class action involving 900+ class members);

) Morris et al v. US Foods, Inc., Case No.: 8:20-cv-00105-SDM-CPT
(M.D. Fla) (appointed as class counsel in deficient COBRA notice
case with 19,000+ class members;

) Forsythv. Lucky's Market GP2, LLC et al, Case No.: 20-10166 (JTD);
Adyv. Pro. No. 20-50449 (JTD) (Del. Bk.) (served as class counsel
in WARN Act class action pursued in Bankruptcy court
adversarial proceeding involving hundreds of former employees);

o Taylorv. Citizens Telecom Services Company, LLC, Case No.: 8:20-cv-
00509-CEH-CPT (M.D. Fla) (appointed as class counsel in
deficient COBRA notice case with 16,137 class members);
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o Holmes et al v. WCA Waste Systems, Inc., Case No.: 8:20-cv-00766-
SCB-JSS (M.D. Fla) (served as class counsel in deficient COBRA
notice case with 1,720 class members);

) Boyd v. Task Management, Inc., Case No.: 8:20-cv-00780-MSS-JSS
(M.D. Fla.) (appointed as class counsel in Fair Credit Reporting
Act case involving 5,500 class members);

o In re The Hertz Corporation, et al, Case No.: 20-11218 (MFW) (Del.
Bk.) (served as class counsel in WARN Act class action pursued
in Bankruptcy court involving 6,000+ class members);

) Kaintz v. The Goodman Group, Inc., 8:20-cv-02115-VMC-AAS
(appointed as class counsel in deficient COBRA notice case with
2,889 class members);

) Gorman v. Whelan Event Staffing Services, Inc., et al., Case No.: 8:20-
cv-02275-CEH-AEP (appointed as class counsel in Fair Credit
Reporting Act case involving 29,000+ class members);

° Benitezv. FGO Delivers, LLC, Case No.: 8:21-cv-00221-KKM-TGW
(M.D. Fla.) (appointed as class counsel in Fair Credit Reporting
Act case involving 9,000+ class members);

o Lopez v. Ollie’s Bargain Outlet, Inc., 2020-CA-002511-OC, Ninth
Judicial Circuit in and for Pasco County, Florida (served as class
counsel in Fair Credit Reporting Act case with 3,500 class
members);

o McNamara v. Brenntag Mid-South, Inc., Case No.: 8:21-cv-00618-
MSS-JSS (M.D. Fla.) (appointed as class counsel in deficient
COBRA notice case with 800+ class members);

o Santiago et al v. University of Miami, 1:20-cv-21784-DPG (appointed
as class counsel in ERISA class action involving university
retirement plan and approximately 20,000 class members).

8. My co-counsel and I have the desire, intention, financial resources, and
ability to prosecute these claims in the face of strenuous opposition by Defendants. I
have no conflicts with any Settlement Class Members

9. Class Counsel, including co-counsel, have the skills and experience to
represent and protect the interests of Settlement Class Members.

10.  The Settlement is a good outcome for the Settlement Class. Settlement

Class Members are receiving an estimated 40-60% of the damages arising from having
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retirement assets remain uninvested, .e., sit in cash, during the class period.

11.  Defendants agreed to a $1,100,000.00 non-reversionary Settlement. In
my opinion, this is a very favorable outcome. Settlement Class Members who choose
to elect roll-over Settlement awards will receive tax-free contributions to their
retirement accounts in an amount proportional to the uninvested cash in their
retirement accounts during the class period.

12. I firmly believe the decision to settle the case was the right decision. The
outcome could not be predicted with any degree of certainty. An adverse ruling on any
one of a host of legal issues could potentially eliminate the possibility of any class relief
or Settlement under equally advantageous terms. The prudent course of action was to
resolve the matter to ensure Settlement Class Members received guaranteed payments
in a relatively short timeframe. The Settlement puts the money to work right away,
rather than risking or delaying any future award.

I declare under penalty of perjury, under the laws of the United Sates and the

State of Florida, that the foregoing is true and correct.

Dated this 30th day of August 2024 in Tampa, Florida.

BRANDON J. HILL
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I HEREBY CERTIFY that on this 5th day of September, 2024, the foregoing
was electronically filed using the CM/ECF system, causing a Notice of Electronic

Filing to be transmitted to all counsel of record.

/s/Mark E. Thomson
Mark E. Thomson

Doc ID: 8d8b0af786142e0a060e83417c8a7ae8ea868d98



Case 8:23-cv-00518-CEH-CPT Document 71 Filed 09/05/24 Page 8 of 8 PagelD 754

»¢ Dropbox Sign

Title
File name

Document ID

Audit trail date format

Status

Document History

@

SENT

©

VIEWED

i

SIGNED

]

COMPLETED

08 /3072024
16:07:48 UTC-4

08 /3072024
16:19:11 UTC-4

08 /3072024
16:19:23 UTC-4

08/30/2024
16:19:23 UTC-4

Powered by »€ Dropbox Sign

Audit trail

Hill Dec ISO FA- Brandon Hill
Hill_Decl_ISO_FA.pdf
8d8b0af786142e0a060e83417c8a7ae8ea868d98
MM/DD/YYYY

Signed

Sent for signature to Brandon J. Hill (bhill@wfclaw.com)
from aketelsen@wfclaw.com
IP: 47.206.173.38

Viewed by Brandon J. Hill (bhill@wfclaw.com)
IP: 47.206.173.38

Signed by Brandon J. Hill (bhill@wfclaw.com)
IP: 47.206.173.38

The document has been completed.



